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Society: Book Reviews

Book Reviews
Daniel Murphree, Book Review Editor
The American South and the Atlantic World. Edited by Brian Ward,

Martyn Bone, and William A. Link. (Gainesville: University of
Florida Press, 2013. Contributors, index. Pp. vii, 263. $74.95
cloth.)
Atlantic history endeavors to expand our understanding of the
past by comprehensively considering historical experiences and
events, pursuing social, cultural, economic, and political connections
across broad expanses of space. The editors and contributors to The
American South and the Atl,antic World are scholars of history, literature,
and American studies from the United States, Europe, and Australia
seeking to enlarge the fields of Atlantic historyI studies by merging
"Atlantic history and its interdisciplinary cousin Atlantic studies" (1)
to provide a provocative, multidisciplinary intersection for studying
the American South's position and role in a much larger region.
This bold approach is at once the book's strength and weakness.
While historians are often reluctant to employ a multidisciplinary
perspective, this book uses Atlantic Studies to push Atlantic history
beyond its temporal confines of the early modern period (c. 15001820) and well into the twentieth century. In so doing, it pursues
what is perhaps becoming the trend of erasing the line of demarcation historians use to distinguish the fields of Atlantic history of the
early modern period from transnational history of the modern era
to follow patterns and themes over a period of some five hundred
years. At times, the book felt somewhat unwieldy as contributors
examined "economics, migration, religion, revolution, law, slavery,
race relations, emancipation, gender, literature, performance, visual
[246]
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culture, memoir, ethnography, empires, nations, and historiography"
( 1) and this sweeping temporal approach will surely meet with some
resistance from historians entrenched in more traditional Atlantic
and transnational paradigms. Nonetheless, The American South and
the Atlantic World possess many commendable qualities, making it an
important contribution to several disciplines.
As the title reflects, The American South and the Atlantic World
seeks to shatter the geographic and thematic parameters familiar
to traditional studies of the South, which often ignore overseas
influences and linkages while defining the region in terms of its
relationship with the North. While many scholars have examined
the overseas connections of specific Southern regions, colonies, or
states, this volume is the first to consider how the South as a whole
was shaped by and shaped broader Atlantic events. The contributors were informed by Paul Gilroy's conceptualization of the black
Atlantic in Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness (1993).
Following Gilroy's modernist approach, which inspired literary,
cultural, and sociological scholars to ignore historians' temporal
boundaries, the essays in The American South and the Atlantic World
primarily focus on the interconnected themes of slavery, freedom,
emancipation, race (specifically racialized violence and subjugation), and the legacies of slavery to situate the South within an
Atlantic context that extends into the twentieth century.
The American South and the Atlantic World can be useful to scholars of the Atlantic world, transnationalism, the American South,
literature, and American history seeking to expand their conceptual frameworks or redefine Atlantic history/ studies. The book's
thoughtfully constructed and accessible essays make it suitable for
adoption in college/university-level courses. Brian Edwards and
Trevor Burnard provide historiographic essays that bridge disciplines to thoughtfully situate the South within the Atlantic world.
Jon Sensbach's "Early Southern Religion in a Global Age" and Jeffrey R. Kerr-Ritchies's "Was U.S. Emancipation Exceptional in the
Atlantic, or Other Worlds?" challenge claims of American exceptionalism while refuting traditional, inward-looking perspectives to
understanding the South.
Several essays follow the recent trend in Atlantic history of constructing biographies and composite biographies to gain insights
into personal experiences while considering broader themes and
historical developments across vast expanses of space. Natalie
Zacek traces how a Virginia planter climbed the political ladder
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to become governor of Antigua where he was impeached and
murdered by a mob. Jennifer K. Snyder tracks the experiences
of slaves who accompanied their Loyalist owners out or Revolutionary America and into the British Caribbean. Martha S. Jones
examines the freedom suit ofJean Baptiste, a bondman taken from
Saint-Domingue in 1796 where revolutionary upheaval had created
questions of who was and was not a slave. Arriving in Baltimore, he
filed a freedom suit based on these uncertainties. Leigh Ann Duck
considers how Levi Jenkins Coppin from Frederick Town, Maryland, became a bishop in the African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
Church in 1900 and in 1902 was assigned to Cape Town, becoming
the first AME bishop in South Africa.
Kathleen M. Gough examines Zora Neale Hurston and Lady
Augusta Gregory to consider relations between the Irish and Harlem Renaissances and later associations between African American
and Irish cultural representations. Natanya Keisha Duncan traced
the experiences of Princes Laura Kofey. A princess and priestess from what is now Ghana, she preached in England, Panama,
Canada, Detroit, and the American South before being assassinated while speaking at a Universal Negro Improvement Association meeting in Miami, Florida. Individually and collectively these
biographical essays speak to the many themes, including mobility,
transnationalism, diasporic identity, and race relations.
The essays in American South and the Atlantic World are well
researched and carefully crafted. This volume considers Southern, African, European, and Caribbean engagements. It provides
provocative cultural studies that reach across disciplines to invite
scholarly deliberation while its accessibility _will evoke discussion in
upper-division and graduate-level courses.
Kevin Dawson

University of California, Merced

Adventurism and Empire: The Struggle for Mastery in the LouisianaFlorida Borderlands, 1762-1803. By David Narrett. (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2015. Acknowledgements,
illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xii, 392. $45.00
cloth.)
Over the past decade the concept of "entanglement" has
emerged as a convenient short hand to describe the complex
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relationships between the multiplicity of groups that resided along
the southern and western frontiers of North America during the
late eighteenth century-Africans both enslaved and free) , Britons, French, Native Americans, white Americans (Anglos), and
Spaniards. These peoples, of course, had featured prominently
in the older historical literature dating from the 1920s about the
Spanish borderlands-those loosely defined settlements on the
northern rim of the Spanish-American empire that were eventually
to be incorporated into the United States between 1795 and 1848.
In this new and impressively researched study, David Narrett
has applied the concept of "entanglement" to the borderlands of
Florida and Louisiana to produce a deeply "entangled" history of
these regions prior to the Louisiana Purchase of 1803. This is a
work that all specialists on the subject will savor and mine for further insights. Readers without a detailed background knowledge
might have to work harder to keep the bigger picture in mind,
though Narrett generally does a better job than most students of
the Spanish borderlands in keeping <:Ln eye on international and
metropolitan developments as he connects the constantly shifting patterns of alliances and conflicts that were played out on the
American frontiers in the four decades after 1762.
The expulsion of France from North America at the end of
the Seven Years War set in motion changes that destabilized the
pre-existing relationships among the peoples of the borderlands.
American independence removed British power from the Gulf
Coast, but Loyalist merchants retained a significant degree of influence with the southern Indians who preferred to receive their trade
goods from the Scottish company of Panton and Leslie, based off
shore in Bermuda. In 1 762 France had ceded Louisiana to Spain,
and with the return of Florida to Madrid in 1783, Spanish power in
the borderlands seemed to be greatly enhanced. The local Spanish
authorities, however, felt anything but secure, largely because the
new United States had a western border on the Mississippi River, a
circumstance that encouraged a rapid influx of American settlers
into the trans-Appalachian and southwestern regions where they
encroached on Indian and Spanish lands and demanded access
to the river mouths on the Gulf Coast under the control of Spain.
Spanish governors in Florida and New Orleans tried to contain the United States. They offered land grants to Americans to
settle in their territories in return for pledges of allegiance. They
encouraged separatist movements in the states of Kentucky and

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol94/iss2/7

4

Society: Book Reviews

250

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

Tennessee by granting highly selective trading privileges on the
Mississippi River and in New Orleans. They carefully cultivated
alliances with the headmen of the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, and Creek nations. Neither demography nor the fluctuations of international politics favored these measures. They had
largely failed even before Spain itself undermined them in 1795
by opening the Mississippi River to all Americans and conceding a
boundary line to the United States as far south as the 31st parallel.
Those developments were driven by Spain's problems in Europe,
especially the wars sparked by the progress of the French Revolution that further undermined Spanish power, both in Europe and
in the Americas.
It was this unstable geopolitical environment that produced the
other main subject ofNarrett's book, the rise of a class of"adventurers" who were the forerunners of the filibusters of nineteenth-century American expansionism. Just as the American Revolution had
enabled British colonists to seek new destinies, so too did it inspire
ambitious men to assume that they were equally free to seek fame
and fortune wherever they could, regardless of the consequences
and with scant regard for any notions of national loyalty. Narrett
takes James Wilkinson to be a representative case in point, though
these men came from a wide variety of backgrounds-American,
British, French, and Indian. Their most colorful exemplar was William Augustus Bowles, a Maryland-born Loyalist who styled himself
as "director general" of the Muscogee nation as he intrigued to
establish, with British backing, an independent Indian state in Florida at the expense of Spain and the company of Panton and Leslie.
During the 1790s, as the repercussions of the French Revolution spread across the Atlantic and into the Caribbean, there
occurred a bewildering variety of schemes to seize strategic points
on the Gulf Coast and in Louisiana, with the plotters usually seeking the support of a European power, groups of American settlers,
some Indian allies, and occasionally the assistance of discontented
slaves and communities of free blacks. After Americans began
moving into East Florida, that province became the focal point for
many of these conspiracies. The United States took it for granted
that the decline of Spanish power would lead to a resurgence of
European imperialism in the borderlands, and by the turn of the
nineteenth century France seemed to be more threatening to the
American republic than Great Britain. That concern was validated
by the retrocession of Louisiana to France in 1800.
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Narrett does a masterful job of tracing the twists and turns
of the various diplomatic and cultural alliances that were formed
throughout the borderlands, thougb. be freely admits that it can be
difficult at times to distinguish between fact and fiction in some of
the outlandish schemes the adventurers were rumored to be promoting. This was the deep background to the Louisiana Purchase
and all that followed through to the Transcontinental Treaty of
1819. Narrett does not provide readers with a new account of the
1803 purchase itself. He did not need to as he has done more than
enough to enable us to reinterpret the broader significance of that
momentous transaction.
J.C.A. Stagg

University of Virginia

Border Law: The First Seminole War and American Nationhood. By
Deborah A. Rosen.
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 2015. Maps, notes, appendix, acknowledgments, index.
Pp. ix, 328. $45.00 cloth.)
From 1816 to 1818, the United States waged a military campaign against a diverse group of combatants in Spanish Florida.
Under General Andrew Jackson's leadership and with ambiguous legal authority, the U.S. military invaded Spanish territory,
occupied and destroyed Spanish, Native, and African towns, and
captured or killed many of their inhabitants. This so-called "First
Seminole War" ultimately pushed Native peoples out of the Florida
panhandle, destroyed many maroon communities, and led to the
negotiation of the Adams-Onfs Treaty that made Florida a territory
of the United States.
According to Deborah A. Rosen, the First Seminole War was
much more than a land grab and precursor to forced removals that
would follow under Jackson's presidency. In Border Law: The First
Seminole War and American Nationhood, Rosen contends that the war
played an essential role in the creation of American nationalism.
Through the public and legal discussion of the military campaign,
the United States defined itself and otherwise emerged as a member in the "European family of nations" (2). In essence, through
the debates that followed the First Seminole War, the United States
rejected the status of a being former colony and asserted an imperial identity that connected it to the "civilized community of nations"
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(8). National politicians articulated and asserted a new national
identity that was based on a vision of ethnic homogeneity and an
idea of American exceptionalism that continues to shape American diplomacy in the present.
True to its title, Border Law carefully analyzes the legal debates
that surrounded the American invasion of Spanish territory and
the resulting campaign against an enemy who was predominately of Native American or African origin. The result is a compelling and thorough exploration of a myriad of topics related to the
development of the legal framework for American foreign policy
and Indian relations. These topics include American legal conceptions of war, territorial sovereignty, the law of nations, just war,
self-defense, and declarations of war. Rosen's analysis almost exclusively relies on the voices of the most articulate as it offers an insidethe-beltway interpretation of American politics. By examining the
"official rationales and public debate in the United States," (9)
Rosen explores how supporters of the invasion voiced ideas "that
had been percolating for some time but had not previously been
presented as official doctrine" (8). Not all politicians agreed with
the invasion and offered critiques ofJackson's actions and the legal
rationale for them. Yet, the vision articulated by Jackson's supporters won the day and shaped how Americans understood their place
in the world.
The development and articulation of American nationalism
largely occurred in the public discussions about a handful of controversies that the First Seminole War raised. Rosen focuses on
three issues in particular: the United States military invading territory claimed by Spain, the execution of two Native Americans (Hillis Hadjo and Homathlemico) without trial, and the trial and then
execution of two British subjects who were accused of aiding the
enemy (Alexander Arbuthnot and Richard Ambrister). Each of
these actions was precipitated by AndrewJackson, supported by the
Monroe administration, and politicized shortly after. They also led
national politicians to clarify the legality of the actions and shape
the legal doctrines that would ultimately justify territorial expansion in the years that followed. Rosen careful)y shows how American politicians struggled to square conventions of international law
with their ambitions for territorial expansion, their belief in American virtue, and their desire for clear racial boundaries. Unwilling
or unable to simply reject the European code of diplomatic conduct, American policy makers tinkered with and reshaped it to suit
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their needs. Policy makers, for example, rejected the sovereignty of
the Seminoles and instead came to think of them as the equivalent
of "land pirates," and therefore, subject to the summary justice that
were afforded to the bandits of the sea.
Rosen adds to the scholarly trend of situating the Florida borderlands at the center of the development of the United States.
Readers may wonder how the actions and arguments of the Spanish, Native American, and African participants shaped this vision
of American nationalism, but these discussions took place outside
of Rosen's well-articulated scope. The result is persuasive and
deserves the attention of scholars of the early Republic, early America, and Florida more broadly.
Andrew K. Frank

Florida State University

The Amistad Rebellion: An Atlantic Odyssey of Slavery and Freedom. By
Marcus Rediker. (New York: Viking,-2012. Acknowledgements,
notes, index, illustrations. Pp. 276.- $27.95 cloth.)
Until the Civil War's conclusion, Florida beaches periodically
became the temporary homes of Africans seized by the U.S. Navy
from an illegal transatlantic slave trade to Cuba. While the federal
government organized their removal to Liberia, "recaptive Africans" with complicated cultural backgrounds bonded together as
best they could while straddling slavery and freedom in a strange
New World. In The Amistad Rebellion: An Atlantic Odyssey of Slavery
and Freedom, Marcus Rediker has written a history of a shipboard
revolt from the perspective of those who emancipated themselves
only to be incarcerated in Connecticut as they made their case
for freedom to local authorities, the American public and, finally,
the U.S. Supreme Court. Though the circumstances of the Amistad revolutionaries differed markedly from those of recaptives
held at other times in Florida, Rediker's imaginatively res_e arched
and beautifully written narrative illuminates not only the experiences of Amistad survivors but those of recaptives in Florida and
elsewhere who made sense of American law, society, and politics
through diverse African hopes, dreams, and worldviews.
While previous scholars and authors have vividly depicted the
successful Amistad revolt, Rediker's account recasts its familiar
participants as revolutionaries and their collective actions as "a

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol94/iss2/7

8

Society: Book Reviews

254

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

revolution in miniature," in the long tradition of Atlantic shipboard rebellions (9). Rediker's Amistad Rebellion is, on one level,
a collective biography of Cinque, Fuli, Margru, and fifty other
individuals whose lives were forever altered-but not definedby their experiences together upon the Amistad. In this Atlantic
history, individuals take center stage, and we encounter global
economic forces, West African political dynamics, and American social and cultural movements through Cinque's, Fuli's, and
Margru's personalities, customs, and questions. For example,
the author presents the revolt and subsequent behavior of the
Amistad Africans through the lens of the Poro Society, a secret allmale society that regulated many aspects of life for those in the
Gallinas region of Sierra Leone. A shared Poro Society tradition
allowed individuals of different African origins, classes, and clans
to come together as one, in this case to rise against their captors
and successfully engineer their lasting freedom during their twoyear stay in Connecticut.
On another level, The Amistad Rebellion is a social and cultural
history of the foreign land encountered in 1839 by the Amistad
Africans after their self-emancipation at sea, an American society
no less volatile than the shark-ridden Atlantic waters of the Middle Passage. Within one week of their landing in Connecticut,
they emerged as powerful and contradictory symbols in popular
media-as emblems of capacity and humanity to radical abolitionists ever in search of new rallying cries and, to pro-slavery extremists,
the embodiment of horror and violence that always accompanied
black liberty, as in Haiti and Nat Turner's Virginia. The political
bluster of abolitionists and their adversaries was perhaps less significant, however, than the power of an emerging penny press,
whose publishers commissioned portraits, stories, and interviews
of the captives that forged everyday Americans' impressions and
sympathies.
Within one week of their arrival in Connecticut, the Amistad
Africans found themselves protagonists in a hastily written play
entitled, The Black Schooner, or; The Pirate Slaver Armistead (114). As
many as one in twenty New Yorkers braved the Bowery Theatre to
see the "MUTINY and MURDER!" conducted by Cinque and his
conspirators portrayed on stage by white actors in blackface (116).
Thus, "theater shaped the news of the Amistad rebellion as it spread
it," as did artists' portraits, penny press illustrations, and popular
pamphlets depicting the heroic rebels within months of their
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landing in the United States (117). In this way, Rediker explains,
the widely disseminated, generally heroic depictions of the Amistad
revolt contrasted greatly with that g(. Nat Turner's rebellion, the
only other slave revolt to be represented graphically in the United States before the Civil War. Rediker has given us a thoroughly
researched history of how Americans have represented, used, and
perceived the Amistad affair, in addition to an exacting account of
the events as they unfolded.
Rediker offers important additional insights that augment and
challenge previous portrayals of the Amistad Africans and their
relationships to abolitionist allies and one another. Readers learn
that their conversations with Lewis Tappan, Joshua Leavitt, and
other abolitionist members of the Amistad Committee were based
upon a "working misunderstanding" that allowed "both sides to
navigate a broad cultural divide, work together, build trust, and
maintain independence of perspective and objective" (153). As
allies portrayed the Amistad rebels as paragons of civilized, Christian, and English-speaking Africans, Cj nque and his conspirators
increasingly viewed (and calted) themselves "the Mendi People,"
an invented, collective, multiethnic identity rooted in their Africanness (179). Rediker's description of ethnogenesis is fundamental to his argument that the Amistad rebels played a major role in
determining their fate-from an improbable shipboard revolution
to an equally unlikely Supreme Court victory-by applying principles of the Poro Society to new circumstances and cultivating a
collective, expansive African identity.
The Amistad rebellion continued to fire the imaginations of
black and white Americans through the Civil War, and Rediker
points to the actions of such figures as Madison Washington, Henry
Highland Garnet, andjohn Brown to show the extent to which the
revolt inspired abolitionist actions and permeated mid-nineteenthcentury American thought. Politicians and newspaper editors of
various persuasions would also represent the Amistad affair and
its protagonists in a variety of ways when the U.S. Navy delivered
nearly 1500 recaptive Africans to Key West on the eve of the Civil
War. Not only does Rediker's narrative help to explain the Amistad's cultural resonance in such cases, but he offers us new ways to
approach such experiences from the perspective of Middle Passage
survivors.
Ted Maris-Wolf
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Sex, Sickness, and Slavery: lllness in the Antebellum South. By Madi
F. Weiner with Mazie Hough. (Urbana: University of Illinois _
Press, 2013. Acknowledgements, notes, index. Pp. xii, 260.
$60.00 cloth.)
This book analyzes how attitudes toward race, sex, and location affected the practice of medicine in the antebellum south.
Delving into a broad range of sources, from medical textbooks to
private diaries to folklore, the authors examine how professionals
and lay people-male and female, black and white-understood
sickness and health in relation to race, gender, and location. Their
emphasis, however, is on the professionals: medical school professors and practicing physicians, who were virtually all white males.
The authors demonstrate that these southern doctors used their
medical expertise to uphold foundational values of southern slaveholding society, specifically the superiority of whites to blacks, the
superiority of men to women, and the distinctiveness of the southern region.
Southern physicians had a vested interest in upholding these
values. They were concerned not only with preserving the society
in which they lived and worked, but with promoting and defending their own tenuous professional status within that society. In
the antebellum United States, the medical profession had not yet
achieved the unity, stability, and respectability that it would in later
decades. For southern physicians, providing medical evidence for
the values of a slaveholding society was a means of gaining respectability and financial reward from that society's elites.
These slaveholding values, and the physicians' self-interested motivations for upholding them, are strikingly obvious in the
many examples the authors offer. Particularly transparent is Dr.
Samuel Cartwright's habit of diagnosing slaves with "drapetomania," which was "the disease causing negroes to run away" (28).
Apparently, this disease affected only black people; evidence,
according to Cartwright, of the essential biological difference
between races. In defining slavery as normal (for black people)
and running away as pathological, this diagnosis clearly affirmed
the values of a slaveholding society. It also was an attempt on the
part of the physician to extend the purview of his authority, medicalizing what other white southerners would consider a moral
problem (and what black southerners likely would not consider
a problem at all).
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While both northern and southern physicians used their medical expertise to define social roles, southern physicians could have
a more difficult time of it because t:Q_ey had to combine both gender and racial categories in defense of a slaveholding society. For
example, both northern and southern physicians assumed that
women were weaker and more susceptible to disease than men. In
southern slaveholding society, however, physicians had the task of
explaining how white women but not black women could be considered frail, since black women were expected to labor physically
as slaves. Southern physicians set about solving this problem in a
way that would "enforce race and gender hierarchies in a manner
that suited their ideological purposes and their way of life" ( 4 7).
One solution they hit upon was to blame "civilization," especially
"the pleasures of opulence and refinement enjoyed by the wealthy"
in modern society. For a variety of reasons (the theory went), these
recent refinements had made white women less healthy than their
grandmothers. Black slave women, however, who were protected
from such civilized trappings as rich fo~Q., corsets, and indoor confinement, retained their "barbarous hardihood," making them less
susceptible to disease and better suited for the physical labor of
slavery ( 48-49). The problem with this solution, however, was that
it then burdened southern physicians with explaining how the benefits of civilization outweighed its drawbacks for white women. One
benefit of civilization they could point to was that white women had
access to (and could pay the fees of) physicians.
Also striking is how closely all southerners associated the mind
and body. Although they construed the relationship in different
ways, men, women, blacks, whites, professionals and lay people
all understood the intellect, emotions, and physical health to be
integrally connected. Emotional experiences and mental attitudes
had the power to make one sick or well, and conversely, physical
sickness had the power to shape one's thoughts and feelings. Physicians made this connection when they interpreted women's resistance to gynecological treatment as a hysterical symptom of their
physiological disease. Though, as the authors point out, a ·woman
who resisted having her prolapsed uterus cauteri~ed may have
been more rational than her physician gave her credit for being.
In addition to race and gender, location played an important role in southern medical science. Southern physicians took
common assumptions about the local specificity of diseases and
the importance of "acclimation" and combined them with racial
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categories and regional loyalties. They argued that people of African descent were better "acclimated" than whites for physical labor
in the hot climate of the south. They solicited support for newly
established southern medical colleges on the basis that local disease called for locally trained physicians, at times going further to
decry northern colleges as "tainted with abolitionism" (83).
Indeed, these southern physicians seem so naively unconscious
of their obvious political motivations that the reader begins to question the supposed self-critical objectivity of the scientific method
they embraced. To their credit, some southern physicians criticized
the extreme racial and regional assumptions of their more radical colleagues, and warned against the dangers of mixing "political enthusiasm" with science (35, 81). The fact that these critics
shared, to a lesser degree, the same politics as the doctors they criticized actually gives credence to the value they placed on objectivity.
With a thorough analysis of a breadth of evidence, the authors
effectively prove their thesis and raise many other striking points
along the way, not all of which can be adequately addressed in this
review. Especially valuable is their analysis of how African American
slaves understood health and illness, and how their views differed
from those of white physicians. One minor criticism is that readers
might appreciate a little more explanation, perhaps in the authors'
acknowledgments, about how the book was written, since it was
completed under unusual circumstances. The primary author,
Marli F. Weiner, died in 2009. Readers might be interested in knowing what specific contributions the second author, Mazie Hough,
made in "seeing this manuscript through to its publication" (xii).
David Torbett

The

Marietta College

Dunning School: Historians, Race, and the Meaning of
Reconstruction. Edited by John David Smith and J. Vincent
Lowery.
(Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2013.
Foreword, acknowledgements, index. Pp. xii, 338. $40.00
cloth.)

In 1935 W. E. B. Du Bois excoriated the blatant racism of the socalled "Dunning School" of Reconstruction studies. He contended
that anti-Negro bias rendered much of this scholarship- which
treated black suffrage as an egregious blunde_r that created corrupt
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and oppressive Republican state governments in the post-Civil War
South-wholly unreliable. By the 1970s, in the wake of the Nazi
_ genocide, decolonization, and the Civil Rights revolution, Du Bois'
critique became standard fare among historians of Reconstruction. Indeed, in their determination to reinterpret Reconstruction
from a non-racist standpoint, some "revisionist" historians have dismissed Dunning School scholarship as morally reprehensible. As
Eric Foner put it, Dunning and his students brought "everlasting
shame" upon American's historical profession.
Historians, however, commit the most basic of scholarly errors
when they criticize long-dead predecessors for failing to measure
up to today's moral standards. This excellent collection of essays
shows why this is so. Seeking to understand rather than condemn,
the contributors sketch the context in which the Dunning School
historians lived and wrote, and, while in no way seeking to rehabilitate their flawed interpretations, find much that is valuable in their
work. These historians of Reconstruction made extensive use of
primary sources, treated social and economic themes as well as the
more obvious political topics, and, in the case of J. H. de Roulhac
Hamilton, built a rich archive, the Southern Historical Collection,
that is still an invaluable resource for the study of southern history.
The benefits of a dispassionate approach are readily apparent.
Upon closer examination, for example , it turns out that the label
"Dunning School" is a misnomer. For all his academic renown,
Columbia University historian William A. Dunning (1857-1922)
was a hands-off supervisor who made little attempt to shape the
views of his Ph.D. students, whose interpretations showed much
more variety than the term "school" implies. The neo-Confederate partisanship of Walter L. Fleming and Charles W. Ramsdell,
historians of Reconstruction in Alabama and Texas, respectively,
presented a sharp contrast to the more judicious scholarship of
James W. Garner and Mildred C. Thompson, who wrote studies of
Mississippi and Georgia. Paul Haworth 's treatment of the disputed
presidential election of 1876-1877 showed little taint of racism and
was highly critical of the violence and intimidation that Democrats
employed to undermine Republican governments in the South.
Moreover, inasmuch as they condemned black suffrage in blatantly racist terms, Dunning and his students were merely following
the lead of amateur historian James Ford Rhodes and Columbia
University political science professor John W. Burgess-the latter
an unabashed imperialist and believer in "Teutonic" superiority.
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In fact, the notion that Congressional Reconstruction had been
a tragic error and a dismal failure was well-established by 1900,
before any of the Dunning School studies had appeared.
The contributors to this volume recognize that the Dunning
School historians were endorsing a political consensus rather than
molding that consensus. By 1898-before the work of the Dunning School had seen the light of day-the Supreme Court had
already endorsed Jim Crow laws and permitted Mississippi to disfranchise its black voters. By 1902, when Burgess published &construction and the Constitution, the South's black electorate had been
decimated, the southern Republican Party shattered, and the last
black Congressman defeated.
At times, however, the contributing essayists treat Dunning
School scholarship as a major pillar of white supremacy during
the first half of the twentieth century. John David Smith, for
example, contends that "the Dunning School shaped not only
historical scholarship but popular culture too," citing the tremendous popularity of D. W. Griffith's The Birth of a Nation (1915),
which proffered a viciously racist view of Congressional Reconstruction that portrayed the Ku Klux Klan in heroic terms (38).
But Griffith based his film on the novels of Thomas C. Dixon
and, in seeking to embellish his negative treatment of black suffrage with scholarly legitimacy, turned to the historical works of
Woodrow Wilson. In fact, as Melvin Stokes ' definitive study of the
film suggests, Griffith had in all likelihood never read any of the
Dunning School histories. It is an understandable vanity for historians to credit their profession with great influence. But to view
Burgess, Dunning, and the others as major actors rather than bit
players is to credit them with far more political significance than
they merit.
The essays in this collection are of uniformly high quality.
They offer fascinating glimpses into the academic culture of the
early twentieth century, when the disciplines of history and political science were in their infancy and university faculties-outside
the segregated black colleges-lily-white. They provide "warts and
all" summaries of the books produced by Burgess, Dunning, and
the latter's graduate students. They show how a small group of
native white southerners came to dominate the field of Reconstruction history well into the 1940s.
The contributors do not evade their subjects' racism. These
early-twentieth-century historians treated blacks in a dismissive,
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hostile, and contemptuous way.
As a result, the scholars who
wrote state studies under Dunning's aegis virtually ignored black
_ testimony. The author of The Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida
(1913), for example, made extensive use of oral history, but "interviewed only whites" (270). Even when black testimony lay before
their very eyes in the form of published Congressional hearings,
Dunning's students either cherry-picked it to confirm their views
on black incapacity or dismissed it-altogether. The irony of their
claim to scientific objectivity was entirely lost on them. Dunning
himself recognized the anti-black, anti-Republican bias of a scholar
like Walter L. Fleming, but his lax approach to supervision prevented him from insisting on changes. Today, it is easy to identify
the illogicalities and inconsistencies in Fleming's work.
"The crying need in the study of history," Dunning told the
American Historical Association in 1913, "is humility. . . . Contempt for those who lacked our light is the worst of equipments for
understanding their deeds" (26). The Dunning School shows how,
in the very act of rejecting the conclusions of our predecessors, we
stand upon their shoulders.
Adam Fairclough

Leiden University

Conservative Hurricane: How Jeb Bush -Remade F/,orida. By Matthew
T. Corrigan. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2014.
Acknowledgements, notes, references, index. Pp. xiii, 230.
$26.95 cloth.)
ExaminingJeb Bush's two terms as Florida's governor, Matthew
Corrigan explains clearly and artfully how individual, structural, .
and temporal factors combined to help Governor Bush overcome
Florida's history of weak executives and push state policy in a conservative direction. Corrigan argues that more than any other governor in Florida's history, Bush utilized the power of his personality
and timely changes to the state's political structure to actively exercise executive authority and implement bold reforms. Driven by
his belief that "state government and Florida society must focus on
changing individual moral behavior" (72), Governor Bush was a
"policy wonk" (71) with the personality and skill to persuade state
legislators, voters, and business and community leaders to support
his agenda.
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However, as the author judiciously points out, personality was
not everything; after all, past governors with active policy agendas
tried to implement major policy changes but found their progress
was stymied by a number of factors, including the state's strong
legislature. Coinciding with Bush's election, a change to the state's
constitution reduced the number of cabinet officers with whom
the governor shared executive power and a new class of Republican legislators friendly to Bush's proposals were swept into office,
creating unified Republican government for the first time since
Reconstruction. The author's acknowledgement of these structural
and historical factors strengthens his argument by illustrating that
while Jeb Bush was a uniquely skillful character in Florida politics,
his success as a reformer occurred in part because he was elected
during a special time in the state's history and at a peak in the conservative movement nationally.
To support his thesis, Corrigan provides evidence in the form
of case studies of several policy areas that helped define Jeb Bush's
tenure as Governor of Florida. Particularly illustrative of Bush's personal determination and persistence against overwhelming odds is
the story of Terri Schiavo, a woman who was deemed by doctors to
be in a "chronic vegetative state" and was caught in the middle of
a lengthy legal battle between her husband, Michael Schiavo, and
her parents over whether or not she should be taken off of life support and allowed to die. This case is especially useful in explaining
the role of Bush's personality in his efforts to remake public policy
in Florida because it shows the reader the extreme steps the governor took by exerting executive authority to fight for his beliefs.
Corrigan provides a thorough explanation of the background of
the case and explains how Jeb Bush's actions surpassed the extent
to which we would expect a governor to become involved in a
personal family decision. Outlining the five years Governor Bush
spent battling the courts and nearly creating a constitutional showdown between the executive and judicial branches of the state, the
author reveals Jeb Bush to be a determined culture warrior who,
much more than previous Florida governors, was willing to actively
use executive power to remake state and national policy on cultural
and moral issues.
While the Schiavo case illustrates Bush's dogged determination in the face of eventual failure, Corrigan's analysis of Bush's
education reforms demonstrates the extent of the governor's
influence on education policy both in Flori9-a and at the national
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level. Believing in conservative principles such as school choice
in the form of charter schools and vouchers, Jeb Bush restyled
the Florida educational system and created a template that would
later be adopted in President George W. Bush's educational
plan, No Child Left Behind. Here, Corrigan enhances his argument by presenting sev:eral examples of quantitative measures of
educational outcomes over time, including students' scores on
the state's standardized test, graduation rates, and ACT scores.
He then offers a thoughtful critique of the policies as they were
implemented, including a discussion of some of the unintended
consequences that resulted from placing such a strong emphasis
on standardized test results.
Finally, what is perhaps most helpful about Conservative Hurricane is that the author does an excellent job of reviewing, clearly
and concisely, Florida political history. For the reader who possesses a casual interest in Florida politics or who knows little about the
state and is primarily interested in Jeb Bush as a political figure,
this brief overview of the state's history, with a focus on Florida's
governors, is especially helpful. The author also strengthens his
argument by placing it in context; that is, for each policy example
or case study, whether it be educational reform, taxes, or incentives
for businesses, Corrigan consistently provides a succinct but comprehensive background of the topic so the reader can understand
what state policy looked like before Bush became governor, how
Bush wanted to change policy to fit his idea of conservative government, and the long-term effects of the reforms. Given the success
of this approach, it is unclear why the author's analysis of some
policy areas, particularly gun rights and the Stand Your Ground
law, were not discussed in as much detail. While a more thorough
examination of Bush's influence on these topics would have been .
very helpful, especially considering the ongoing national discussion of these issues, the author makes his argument easy to follow
by consistently returning to his thesis throughout the book and
linking supporting evidence to his primary objectives.
Providing strong evidence and articulated clearly, this book
serves as an insightful explication of Jeb Bush's influence on Florida politics that would be of interest to a general audience curious
about Florida gubernatorial history, recent policymaking in the
state, or Jeb Bush as a political figure. Rather than simply providing a biographical history of Governor Bush or praising his work
as a conservative leader, the author offers a comprehensive and
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objective analysis of Bush's tenure and influence on state and even
national politics.
Paulina S. Rippere

Jacksonville University

Tampa Bay Landmarks and Destinations.
By Joshua _
McMorrow-Hernandez.
(Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 2015.
Acknowledgements, illustrations. Pp. 95. $22.99 Paper.)
St. Petersburg's Piers. By Nevin D. Sitler. (Charleston, SC.: Arcadia,
2015. Acknowledgements, illustrations, timeline, index. Pp.
127. $21.99 Paper.)
Arcadia Publishing and its Images of America series have produced seemingly countless books documenting local history with
photos and captions. Their publications usually provide a lighter version of history centered upon local nostalgia. Arcadia has
released well over 450 books on Florida alone, with at least fifty
devoted to the Tampa Bay area.
Arcadia has empowered knowledgeable locals to publish books
on virtually any topic, but historians are left to wonder what this
body of work accomplishes, if anything. At their worst, Arcadia
books resemble a romp through collections of childhood snapshots and neighborhood trivia. The brief introductions in the
books do not provide much space to make fine historic points, and
the captions usually revolve around the imagery rather than analysis of complex issues. The format can only hold so much history
in the first place. It therefore falls upon the skills and intent of the
authors to create works of lasting value.
Tampa Bay Landmarks and Destinations is devoted to tourism and
destinations for popular recreation after World War II. The images work best when showing lesser-known- attractions and events
such as the Golden Gate Speedway, Lowry Park Zoo, and Sulphur
Springs. Blue-collar attractions like these could help shed light on
the people and culture of Tampa Bay, but too often the community
seems to be hidden behind the facades of well-known institutions
that do not need much help with their marketing, such as Busch
Gardens, which claims a whopping eight photos. Wrestling is mentioned several times, but only in the context of building exteriors.
It is easy to lose the people of Tampa Bay and _their activities with so
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many images of building exteriors such as nondescript snapshots
of Bern's Steak House, the Museum of Science and Industry, the
Jai-Alai fronton, and the art museums.
The brief introduction includes some clunky writing ("the natural beauty of the Tampa Bay area is worth its weight in gold") and
some factual errors (Fort Brooke did not yet exist during the First
Seminole War, and Tin Can Tourists often acted more like squatters than paying customers). T_he -images jump around the bay
area in an effort to cover the entire region in less than 100 pages,.
but it is clear that Tampa is closest to the author's heart, as twothirds of the images are devoted to the city. It is disappointing that
the author does not delve into the era before World War II, as an
emphasis on that period might include lesser-seen subjects instead
of more common sights such as the Straz Center, Ruth Eckerd Hall,
and so on.
The book is mostly comprised of images from a handful of
public sources. Many other images are current publicity shots furnished by the venues themselves. Those pulled from the author's
collection sometimes lack the quality of the other images. While
the book does not contribute any rare images or insights to the
historic record, one could argue that a book of this type does not
serve that function. Instead, it provides a nostalgic, if cursory, look
back at popular destinations from th€-recent past and the present.
In St. Petersburg's Piers, the author-draws upon the collection of
the St. Petersburg Museum of History to fill his book. St. Petersburg has long tried to accentuate its public waterfront with public
parks and piers. The city's love affair with water goes much deeper
than Tampa's ever has. For anyone who has followed local news in
recent years knows, the city has been obsessed with the future of
its pier.
The author's focus upon piers may seem narrow, but the book
manages to illuminate life in St. Petersburg with its choice of subject: the city's relationship with water. While some of the book is
concerned with the piers themselves, much of the imagery focuses
upon other concerns, such as swimming, bathing, fishing, aviation,
industry, and private enterprise.
For the reasons listed above, the author gets behind the artifice
of chamber of commerce-type imagery and reveals the goings-on of
a community at work and play. The author has also done a commendable job of creating a coherent, cohesive narrative about St.
Petersburg that flows from the late 1800s to the present. While
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adhering to its water-based premise, the book also touches upon
tourist attractions, trolleys, war, hurricanes, entertainment, social
trends, and even activism. With the author's attention fixed on the
waterfront, it is as if all the people of St. Petersburg passed through
his gaze.
Despite the black and white character of the photos, they depict
colorful activities that give readers a good idea of what day-to-day_
life was like in St. Petersburg over the years. The piers themselves
also illustrate the character of the city in illuminating ways, becoming visual proof of St. Petersburg's ambition to reach out, often
desperately, to the outside world in search of fame and riches. As
the city's ambitions grew, the materials became more durable and
the designs became more elaborate, but the goal was the same.
The photos themselves work very well for a number of reasons.
First, they showcase the holdings of the St. Petersburg Museum of
History admirably. Second, they are almost all rare photos that
can't be found elsewhere. Third, they are entertaining and often
vibrantly human. Proud fishermen share space with black and
white female anglers. Crowded docks and trolleys convey the giddy
excitement of weekends and vacations. Water and sun-flecked
landscapes alternate with images of the hurricane of 1921, exercise
classes for retirees give way to hordes of soldiers training for war.
The writing is sound and informative, elaborating on larger issues
that the photos represent. The author's thoughtful presentation
transformed a seemingly narrow subject into a broad and meaningful interpretation of St. Petersburg's history.
Andrew Huse

University of South Florida Libraries

Coming to Pass: Florida's Coastal Islands in a Gulf of Change. By
Susan Cerulean. (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2015.
Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, bibliography. Pp. 304.
$29.95 cloth.)
The lure of the coast has tugged at Susan Cerulean throughout
her life-from the New Jersey shore of her youth to the islands
of Florida's Panhandle that have enticed her for decades. There
she has found refuge, passion, and a connection to the rest of the
world. In Coming to Pass: Florida~ Coastal Islands in a Gulf of Change,
her new collection of captivating essays, ~erulean shares this
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relationship while drawing readers into a world of skittish shorebirds, mullet runs, and endangered red wolves as well the challenges they face in sharing wild spaces with humans. With growing
threats from climate change, coastal development, pollution, and
overfishing, the littoral and marine world is in peril and Cerulean
describes the life-enriching beauty and biota that exist today-and
that may be lost to future generations.
"How can we change the trajectory of these losses?" she asks
in the opening pages of the book. "I have posed this question to
scientists, to birdwatchers, to lovers of sea turtles, to activists, and
to therapists. I listened for stories from the coast and its creatures.
I have studied the cultural assumptions that allow this destruction
to occur. I prayed for dreams .to guide me" (7).
The resulting book, with its beautiful language and poignant
descriptions of her experiences, is an attempt to answer this question while offering a paean to the Florida coast. Her particular
focus is on the barrier islands in Apalachicola Bay that were formed
by two enormous forces of nature: 2 million years of mountain sediment carried south by rivers as well as variations in sea levels and
forces that pushed the land back. The resulting islands, resembling a "broad, blunt-tipped arrowhead," and their flora and fauna
inspire Cerulean's prose (17).
Lush descriptions, combining-:scientific explanations with
memorable observations, will appeal to a wide range of readers,
fro~ students of Florida natural history to visitors to residents
unaware of the dramatic confluence of events that created and
now threaten to destroy these jewels. She notes that three-quarters
of Floridians can be found in coastal areas, leading many to think
of islands as permanent despite their very nature as ever-shifting
sands. As a result, even when storms devastate expensive coastal
development, houses, buildings, and roads spring back anew without any qualms about whether they should or what their long-term
environmental impacts will be.
The book has no single trajectory-its essays cover topics as
diverse as early native people who lived on the islands to beach
mice endangered by habitat loss. The discovery of wolf tracks is an
opportunity to consider human relations with large predators. A
dolphin's leap is a sign of the sacred. A snorkeling trip to the ruins
of a lighthouse is a reminder of the impermanence of island edges.
Her most vivid portraits are of the island fauna, particularly the
birds that rely on the coast for food, nesting, and migration stops.
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She senses and shares an innate human connection to the avian
world, one long acknowledged by biologists and bird lovers.
"Wild birds are the most real thing I know to praise," Cerulean writes, adding that humans have long cherished birds, which
predate our existence on Earth by 1 million years. "Their songs
were our first music, their call notes the first patterns on our collective human eardrum. They carry a memory of the time when
we lived without separation from wildness, under the spread of the
sky" (190).
Expressing boundless enthusiasm, Cerulean recalls a Christmas bird count expedition, noting the dedication and techniques
involved in finding different varieties. When the tally comes out at
1,500 robins (among many other varieties observed) she is pleased,
only to learn that the overall bird numbers are down fifty percent
from the previous year. There are no clear answers why. With this
she realizes what author Rachel Carson warned in her seminal 1962
book Silent Spring--that the world's birds were in trouble. Cerulean
was a naive child when Carson sounded alarms about the devastating effects on birds of indiscriminate pesticide and chemical use.
Today's birds are at risk from disappearing habitat, pollution, and
rising seawaters that may drown nesting areas. Also in trouble: sea
turtles that nest on island beaches, dolphins killed by oil spills, and
the disappearance of life-sustaining marshes.
Cerulean offers strong alerts about climate change. She notes
that the atmosphere contains a distressing amount of carbon dioxide that is rising at a rate unprecedented in our planet's history. If
the geological past is any indication, sea levels may rise to the point
where coastal marshes and islands may disappear. Despite these
dire possibilities, however, Cerulean emphasizes that all is not lost
and her plea and intent with her writing is that humans rediscover
a connection to the Earth.
In blending calls for action with scientific evidence and lovely
descriptions along an often-overlooked area, Cerulean's book adds
to the growing body of Florida literature that strives to invoke a
sense of place in readers and spur them to action. And she firmly
stands in the wake of Florida women who fought for the last century to save the state's natural resources-a legacy she continues
through her luminous words. "Despite our pirating of the atmosphere, the land, the waters, and the wildlife, Earth still speaks to us
and shares her creations. 'What will you do in return,' she asks her
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readers, 'to help this life continue?"' (273). It is a timely question
that deserves our attention.
Leslie K. Poole

Rollins College

Signposts: New Directions in Southern Legal History. Edited by Sally
E. Hadden and Patricia Hagler-Minter. (Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 2013. Acknowledgments, illustrations, notes,
index. Pp. xii, 480. $69.95 cloth.)
It has been over thirty years since a group of legal historians
gathered at the Gulf Coast campus of the University of Southern
Mississippi to explore whether the South had a distinctive legal history. A few years later a conference on southern constitutionalism
tested similar questions. The two books that emerged, Ambivalent
Legacy (1984) and An Uncertain Tradition (1989) were among the
first of numerous studies to challenge the New England bias of the
still-young field of American legal history. Thanks to Sally Hadden
and Patricia Minter, as well as the fifteen other experts they enlisted (including Jim Ely, co-editor of the seminal works cited above) ,
the success of this efforts are quite evident.
Signposts above all is testimony to ! he maturation of a field. No
longer is southern legal history primarily about slavery and the
example of Virginia, the two themes that dominated Ambivalent
Legacy. As Hadden and Minter note in their useful introduction,
scholarship currently exists on the public and private law of most
southern states (and their colonial predecessors) , and it covers
many more topics than would have been conceivable earlier. In
fact, they argue, categories now are blurred, reflecting the inter- ·
disciplinary nature of legal history itself. The seventeen essays that
follow offer ample evidence of both claims. Colonial legal regimes,
women and the law, property and the economy, legal institutions,
criminal justice, law and policy, and a host of other subjects bracketed by "law and ... " make it clear that law as doctrine and case law
are only two threads in the complex tapestry that characterizes the
region's legal past.
Joel Prentiss Bishop, one of the foremost legal commentators
of the nineteenth-century, once wrote that law bears a remarkably
intimate relationship with everyday life. The essays in Signposts
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reveal the truth of this observation, and they go further by demonstrating how law took both official and unofficial forms. Sally
Hadden's essay on grand jury presentments in eighteenth-century
South Carolina is wonderfully illustrative on this point; few matters of public life (and, at times, private life) escaped the attention
of this ubiquitous people's panel and the popular legal culture it
created in counterpoise to statute and case law. In a similar vein,Laura Edwards demonstrates how women in the South developed a
hidden economy, especially in textiles and clothing, which the law,
at least as expressed in contemporary manuals, accommodated. At
the least, these two essays and the excellent contributions by James
Ely, Lisa Lindquist Dorr, and Patricia Minter, among others, resist
the temptation to flatten our understanding oflaw's relationship to
society or to cast it in categories that are too neat.
Other essays also move beyond legal history narrowly construed to describe the way southern law and southern legal culture
reflect the larger themes advanced by historians elsewhere. A number of authors examine the influence of revolutionary republicanism-and the democracy it facilitated-on questions of southern
law and constitutionalism.Jessica Lowe argues persuasively that St.
George Tucker was emblematic of other Virginia judges between
the Revolution and the Civil War who sought to frame law in light
of republican theory; Roman Hoyos provocatively recasts southern secession as part of the continuing post-ratification debate
over popular sovereignty. Two of the best essays in the volume
suggest new interpretations: Christopher Waldrep connects the
dots between the antebellum constitutional commitment to local
democracy and racial violence, arguing that the South was not
alone among regions in fostering a culture in which majoritarian
politics shaped the meaning of due process; and Alfred Brophy
suggests that we have not given enough attention to how southern
judges shaped the intellectual framework that supported the world
of the Old South.
It is always problematic to identify larger themes from a book
of essays, important as the collection might be for re-visioning how
to define the South's legal past. But at least three observations
deserve note. First, no matter how successfully the editors sought to
broaden the book's scope to include more topics than slavery and
race, it remains true that race tragically is at the core of the South's
legal history, as it is for any other part of the southern (and national) experience. Second, perhaps more than other regions- or
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perhaps not-law operated locally and cannot be understood fully
apart from local culture. Finally, and here the theme is missing
from these essays, with few exceptions we have not confronted class
as a major force in defining the region's legal culture, preferring
instead to allow race to stand as a proxy for class. Until we do, we
will fail to appreciate fully the complex legal dynamics of the South
or its role in the national legal culture.
Of course more work needs fo be done; it always does. But
thanks to the efforts of Hadden and Minter, we have an excellent
introduction to the rich variety of southern legal history. There is
no doubt that it will serve as well as its predecessors in spurring new
generations of scholars to enhance our understanding of law's role
in shaping southern culture.
David J. Bodenhamer

Indiana University-Purdue University,
Indianapolis
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